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Legislative Update 
The following bills related to recycling issues were passed during the 1996 Legislative Session: 


Public Act 96-80 (S.B. 427) - An Act Concerning Recycling of Certain Materials. PA 96-80 
authorizes DEP to issue a general permit for categories of processing or beneficial uses for solid 
waste materials other than hazardous waste if (1) DEP has not issued an individual permit allowing 
the same activity; (2) the permit is not consistent with the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act; 
(3) ine solid waste materials included in the permit have very similar physical and chemical 
characteristics and are used in very similar types of operations, uses, and activities; and (4) DEP 
determines that the activities allowed by the general permit can be regulated using standardized 
conditions to protect against harm or threat of harm to public health, safety, and the environment. 


General permits issued under the bill may require people operating under the permit to first register 
with DEP. 


Also, the act requires DEP to inform municipalities of ways to receive recycling credits for recycling 


grass clippings or spoiled vegetables collected from food stores. This Act takes effect on October 
1, 1996. 


Public Act 96-103 (S.B. 231) An Act Concerning the Disposai of Certain Bulky Waste and 
Special Waste PA 96-103 is the result of a summer task force that focused on the disposal options 
for certain bulky and special wastes. This act increases the disposal options for certain bulky wastes, 
municipal solid wastes (MSW), and special wastes. IT allows municipalities to dispose of uncrushed 
or uncompacted furniture, mattresses, and rugs or any such waste which has been crushed, chopped; 
shredded or otherwise processed in bulky waste landfills, as well as current practice of disposal in 
MSW landfills and resources recovery facilities (RRFs). 


The act allows construction and demolition waste (C&D waste) to be disposed of in bulky waste 


and MSW landfills and processed C&D wood to be disposed of in bulky waste and MSW landfills 
and RRFs. 


Also, it establishes an alternative approval process for an RRF to dispose of certain special wastes 
without requiring approval for every shipment of special waste. It allows the RRF to submit, for 
DEP approval, a waste disposal plan for specific special wastes and C&D wood. If DEP approves 
the plan, the RRF may accept and dispose of the wastes included in it without further approval. 


Finally, the act requires DEP to adopt regulations by November 1, 1996, for disposal of drinking 
water treatment by-products and aliowing for re-use of such by-products without further regulation. 
It becomes effective on October 1, 1996. 


Public Act 96-163 (S.B. 263) - An Act Concerning Various Solid Waste Programs PA 96-163 
makes a number of minor changes to the solid waste laws. It: 


* allows the commissioner to carry out pollution prevention initiatives using funding from the solid 
waste account; 


* removes mixed municipal solid waste composting from the solid waste management hierarchy; 
* measures the recycling goal by weight instead of volume; 


* requires state agencies to report recycling tonnages to the DEP rather than the Municipal Solid 
Waste Recycling Advisory Council; 


* requires recycling facilities to report on the quantity of recycled office paper to DEP; 
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* repeals the remote telemetry emission monitoring requirement for resources recovery facilities and 
requires the facilities to provide notification to the Department within 12 hours of any exceedance 
or deviation from a permitted emission limit or parameter-- the notification would be provided by 
facsimile or voice mail to the Department; 


* clarifies the types of municipal contracts for solid waste disposal which must be submitted for*:~ 


approval by the Commissioner (disposal contracts) and requires a municipality, but not a regional 
authority, to be responsible for submission; 

* establishes a separate, reduced fee for a permit to operate a hazardous waste transfer facility (i.e. 
$7,000). (Under existing law, an applicant would have to seek a storage facility permit - $14,000); 
* deletes obsolete sections of statutes pertaining to wood-burning facilities; and 

* makes clear that the department cannot impose its own permitting structure on out-of-state 
facilities that process, store and dispose of waste. 


The provisions of this statute become effective on October 1, 1996, except for the provision on 
emissions monitoring, which is effective July 1, 1996. 


CRC Home Waste Audit Will Be Presented at NRC Conference 


J) 

Results from the Connecticut Recycler’s Coalition Home Waste Audit Pilot Project will be presented 
at the National Recycling Coalition’s Annual Congress in September. The Home Waste Audit Pilot 
Project was started by the CRC Education Committee to measure the results of an intensive 
education effort to encourage a group of volunteers to reduce the quantity and toxicity of the trash 
that they produced. Volunteers attended a series of workshops and tours over a six month period. 
The workshops focused on issues such as household hazardous waste, environmental shopping and 
composting. During the six month period, the participants were asked to weigh both the trash that 
they generated and their recyclables. Pilots have been completed in Windsor/Bloomfield, 
Middletown, and the Northeast Region. The City of Hartford will complete its pilot in September. 


Danbury plans to begin a pilot in September. The presentation will be given by Meg Enkler, DEP | 


Recycling Education Coordinator and a member of the CRC Education Committee. 
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“Neighborhood Cleanup Program” Under Consideration for Award 


Connecticut DEP’s Neighborhood Cleanup Campaign, coordinated by Jackie Pernell of the 
Recycling Program, is one of 10 finalists for the Eastern Regional Innovations Award, sponsored 
by the Council of State Governments (CSG). Jackie’s program was one of 290 that were submitted 
for consideration. The awards committee will select two programs from the finalists, who will then 
be recognized at CSG’s Annual meeting in December in Cleveland, Ohio. 


The Neighborhood Cleanup Program has to date cleaned up over 310 illegal dump sites in the cities 
of Waterbury, New Haven, Bridgeport and Hartford, since the program began 18 months ago. 
Congratulations, Jackie! 


GARBAGE GAZETTE 
Dept. Of Environmental Protection 
Waste Management Bureau/Recycling 
79 Elm Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Meg Enkler, Editor 
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